Foothills ©
Health District

Goshen, Westhampton, Whately, Williamsburg

A BRIEF OVERVIEW

History: The Foothills Health District (FHD) is a regional municipal health collaborative formed in
1986 under M.G.L. Chap. 111 Sec. 27A. Its main objective is sharing health agent personnel and
related costs. The FHD health agent serves four member towns: Goshen, Westhampton, Whately,
and Williamsburg, which range in size from approximately 1,000-2,500 people.

Governance: The FHD has a governing board made up of board of health members from each
member town, with each member town having one vote as per FHD bylaws. FHD Board meets at
least four times a year and its officers include the chairperson, clerk and treasurer.

All member towns retain their mostly volunteer boards of health. As far as public health staff duties
in any given member town are concerned, the FHD public health staff are directly responsible to the
board of health of that town. Other towns may join the FHD by a vote of their town meeting.

Funding: Each member town pays for its share of the FHD services agreed upon in the annual FHD
town budget, with each town’s assessed share pro-rated based on its population. The most recent
federal census information is used to calculate population. Fees charged for inspections, permits,
etc. in the FHD member towns have been harmonized and are periodically reviewed. All fees
collected in a member town are returned to that town.

Since 2022, the state’s Public Health Excellence grant awarded annually to the FHD has allowed for
increased staffing and expanded services to meet the state public health standards.

FHD Staff: FHD currently has one full-time health agent and full-time health inspector, a part-time
public health nurse and a full-time office administrator. Staff work out of the FHD office at 45b Main
St. (route 9) in Williamsburg, MA. The FHD office telephone is: 413-268-8404 (M-F)

The 2025 FHD Board:

Goshen Williamsburg

Josh Lafond, chair, 413-588-7645 Donna Gibson, chair, 268-7421
Jake Lulek, 413-575-9733 Rusty Luce, 413-447-0717
Michael Kurland, FHD rep. 413-268-7529 Helen Symons, 268-8322
Westhampton Whately

Katch Bacheller, chair, 907-717-3929 : -
! ! Fran Fortino, chair, 413- 665-4561
Robby Armenti, 413-527-8076 Mike Archbald, 413-537-2612

Bri Dupras, 413-563-8013 Becky Jones, 413-665-5532



